Ronald Clayton McEuen
September 3, 1932 - February 14, 2019

Ronald Clayton McEuen was born on September 3, 1932 in Thatcher, Arizona. He was
the oldest child born to Mildred Johnson McEuen and Clayton Wiley McEuen. Ronald was
a 4th generation citizen born to pioneer families who settled in Graham County in the
1880s. He was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in November 2018, and died on
Thursday February 14, 2019 surrounded by his wife of 62 years, Carol Bowman McEuen,
and his daughters. He is survived by his wife Carol, daughters Donna (Steve) McGaughey,
Carin (Bob) Hiatt, Laurie Pennington, Ronnie (David) DeHaan, son Marion (Junko)
McEuen, sister Carolyn (Win) Scarborough, and brother-in-law Glen (Tami) Bowman. He
has eight grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his
parents, his sister Maxine, brother Brooks, step-father Louis Long, and grandsons Adam
Curtis and Tommy Clonts.
Ronald was born into a very happy home and had the privilege of knowing all of his
grandparents. During the Depression, his father worked on the family’s Diamond Bar
Ranch in Geromino, Arizona. They moved around a lot, as families had to do, living in
Ashurst, Morenci, California, Miami, Arizona, and Safford.
During the hard times, his parents divorced, and he started working, which he continued to
do for nearly the rest of his life. He worked all aspects of the theater business before being
drafted into the Army. He attended Gila Junior College, the University of Arizona, Brigham
Young University and graduated from Arizona State College (ASU) in 1958. He taught
school in Fort Thomas for two years, and spent the next 30 years teaching in Safford. He
also served on the Safford Police Force being hired by Put Golding. During the summers,
Ronald hauled hay, operated a welding business, hauled for forest fires and was always
buying and selling through his Mt. Graham Sportsman Supply Company. He ended his
formal career in education by serving on the Safford Unified School District Governing
Board.
Ronald was a son, brother, husband, father, uncle, grandfather and great-grandfather. He
was a life-long learner, voracious reader, educator, police officer, hunter, shooter, welder,

hay hauler, sand buggy builder, animal lover, storyteller, bouncer, boxer, historian,
business owner, advice giver, nickname giver, singer of ditties, and collector of tools,
machinery, vehicles, and friends. He also made a few enemies in his life, as he was
known as a fighter during his youth. We think most of them forgave any transgressions as
the years went by. But if they didn’t his attitude was, “Well, if you mess with the bull, you’re
going to get the horn.” He was the most loyal friend you could ask for and would defend
anyone who he thought was being wronged. He always said that school was for the kids,
and that is what mattered most. He knew the other important people in an organization
were the ones who made the wheels turn….the secretaries, cooks, janitors, maintenance
crew, etc. He was a fun, but structured disciplinarian, and you always knew where you
stood with Mr. McEuen
Ronald was extremely proud of and devoted to, his family. He suffered the loss of his
father leaving their home when he was young, and that shaped him as a husband and
father. He lost his brother and a sister when both were just 19 years old, just two years
apart, in 1954 and 1956. He saw how that nearly destroyed his mother. He lost many,
many of his friends over the years to untimely deaths. The hardest things he endured
were the deaths of his grandsons Adam and Tommy. He took his diagnosis of cancer
calmly as he has had to watch two of daughters go through this terrible disease
themselves. Our dad was an incredibly strong person.
Even after he went on hospice care, he willed himself to get stronger so he could drive
down to Carl’s Jr. to meet his friends for coffee as he has done most of his life. It caused
one hospice worker to ask “Why is this man on hospice?”
He was talking and giving advice right up to the end, when he closed his eyes and passed
away surrounded by his loving family.
His family would like to thank both Mount Graham Regional Medical Center Hospice and
Eden Hospice for the care they provided Ronald, Cassie took very good care of him, and
we so appreciated her, Barry and Fran.
The family suggests memorials be made to the Safford High School Scholarship
Foundation, 734 11th Street, Safford, Arizona 85546, in the name of his grandson, Tommy
Clonts.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Remembering Ronald

Vining Funeral Home - February 25, 2019 at 05:29 PM

“

1 file added to the album Ronalds' Life Story in Pictures

Vining Funeral Home - February 25, 2019 at 04:57 PM

“

Carol and family, my deepest condolences. A good man has passed.
Bob Rogers

Bob Rogers - February 23, 2019 at 08:52 PM

“

Lesa Kassabian lit a candle in memory of Ronald Clayton McEuen

Lesa Kassabian - February 23, 2019 at 06:03 PM

“

McEuen Family, Just wanted to let you know you are all in my thoughts and prayers. You
were all so supportive when mom passed, especially Carol. Your family never showed any
favoritism towards Bill and that meant a lot to me. May the Lord watch over you and keep
you close. SINCERELY, Lesa Watkins
Lesa - February 23, 2019 at 06:07 PM

“

Donna and Marion my condolences and prayers are with you and the rest of the
family?

Denise Hartner - February 22, 2019 at 11:56 PM

“

Denise Hartner lit a candle in memory of Ronald Clayton McEuen

Denise Hartner - February 22, 2019 at 11:43 PM

“

Mr. McEuen was one of my favorite teachers. He nicknamed me Slim. He was a big
teddy bear, and he always had a hug for me when I’d see him. He was a very
intelligent man that I always looked up to. He raised a great family, who are all very
successful. He was a dad that was the rock of the family with his beautiful wife Carol
by his side. I remember walking the track with him at the middle school. He’ll leave
behind a great legacy. My thoughts and prayers go out to all of the McEuen family
throughout this sad and difficult time. Hugs, Love and sincere sympathy to all of you.
Brian, Karen, Cameron and Mikaela Coppola

Karen Coppola - February 22, 2019 at 04:06 PM

“

I have had the pleasure of having Ronald McEuen as my Jr. High Science teacher.
He had my full attention at all times. He taught with conviction, loved working with
young people, and had a strong personality. All attributes young people need in their
life as they struggle with daily challenges of being a teen. I was always amazed at all
the things up on his walls and shelves. AND, of course his paddle, not that I was ever
on the receiving end of the paddle, but I did witness a few here and there... :-) . I
enjoyed conversations with him as I became an adult, loved the smiles and laughters
that he would give us a glimpse of as he told many stories from his past. Those are
the fond memories I have of a great man. He will be greatly missed... Love and
prayers to the family!

Rhonda Sears - February 21, 2019 at 06:17 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Ronald Clayton
McEuen.

February 21, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Ronald Clayton McEuen.

February 21, 2019 at 01:42 PM

“

Ken, Jimmy, Cullen, Patrick & Family Guzik purchased the European Sympathy Dish
Garden for the family of Ronald Clayton McEuen.

Ken, Jimmy, Cullen, Patrick & Family Guzik - February 21, 2019 at 12:34 PM

“

Dale & Janet Curtis purchased the Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Yellow and White
for the family of Ronald Clayton McEuen.

Dale & Janet Curtis - February 21, 2019 at 12:21 PM

“

My deepest sympathy for loosing a very endearing soul! He will be missed! He is
leaving a great Manet wonderful memories to be celebrated! Love Sharon Hinton

Sharon Hinton - February 20, 2019 at 11:00 PM

“

Donna, my sincerest condolences on the passing of your father. Grant Walker

Grant Walker - February 19, 2019 at 11:51 AM

“

Buster And Lee Ann Talley lit a candle in memory of Ronald Clayton McEuen

Buster and Lee Ann Talley - February 19, 2019 at 09:29 AM

“

Dear Carol and family, Mr McEuen was my life saver. When I was a 22 year old girl I
knew nothing. He put his huge arms around me and took me under his wings to help
me He probably thought I was the most naive child he had ever met. I loved him
dearly and learned so much from him. May he rest with the angles with some fishing
and hunting thrown in. Til we meet again old friend. Lee Ann Tallet

Lee Ann Talley - February 19, 2019 at 09:25 AM

“

My Dad (Harold Stevens) told me many years ago that Ronald was a good guy! I
have found this out to be a true statement! I really enjoyed visiting with him and
learning from his wisdom. I will miss his stories and his kindness. I hope we all can
reflect on the positive influence he has had on all of us. Our prayers are with you.
Mark and Brenda Stevens

Mark Stevens - February 18, 2019 at 10:32 AM

“

Ronald and I served in the Army at the same time, for two years. When we were
mustered out we both attended BYU.
The day we checked in at the Registration Office. We were told that we should attend
the orientation meeting, in the field house.
We did not know where the field house was located. As we were leaving the
Registration Office we saw a man walking into the building and he was about 20
yards away from us.
Ronald, in his usual tackles way, hollered over at the man and said, "hey buddy,
come here".
The man was nice enough to walk over to where we were at. The man then said,
"what can I help you with?"
Ronald told him that we had just came out of the Army and we are requested to go
school here at BYU, and we were told to go to the field house for an orientation
meeting.
We do not know where this field house is." Could you help us"?
"Yes I can." He was very nice to us as he explained where the field house was
located.
Ronald then said, "thanks a lot. And we might see you around". As we turned and
walked away.
Later that day we made it down to the field house and when the orientation meeting
started, the person in charge introduced the President of BYU, Ernest Wilkinson.
Both of us looked at each other and had to laugh. The President of BYU was the
"Hey Buddy" that had given us the directions to the field house.
Honk Norton

Honk Norton - February 18, 2019 at 02:31 AM

“

Deepest sympathies to Donna and the rest of the McEuen Family. I vividly remember
learning the periodic table and how he made it come alive to me!

Judy Harris Brown - February 16, 2019 at 06:25 PM

“

Gary & Darcy Ely lit a candle in memory of Ronald Clayton McEuen

Gary & Darcy Ely - February 16, 2019 at 05:12 PM

“

Kim Stahl lit a candle in memory of Ronald Clayton McEuen

Kim Stahl - February 16, 2019 at 01:12 PM

“

Deanna & Bob Crisler, Betty Hamman purchased the Classic Sympathy Dish Garden
for the family of Ronald Clayton McEuen.

Deanna & Bob Crisler, Betty Hamman - February 16, 2019 at 12:45 PM

“

The Mondragon family sends our love. A great reunion is taking place with no tears
just love and happiness. God bless you all and give you the strength to carry on.

JANE MONDRAGON - February 16, 2019 at 12:33 PM

“

Our deepest Condolences to the entire family of Ronald McEuen, in behave of
myself, Clara Carrasco and all the Carrasco family. Our love and prayers are with
you all.

Clara Carrasco - February 15, 2019 at 02:17 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to your family. The best thing to remember is you will see him
again. Love and prayers to the family

Mike and Brenda Figueroa - February 15, 2019 at 09:17 AM

“

Our condolences to the McEuen family, i will always remember Mr. McEuen from his
shop classes and being his neighbor for a few years, rest in peace sir, I will not ride
my dirt bike by your shop that's for sure.

Thomas Bencomo Jr. - February 15, 2019 at 07:09 AM

“

If there is ever a fire in our area-save this stool. I made this little gem over thirt...
ahem... a while ago in Junior high wood shop class. "Linnea you're going to want to
sand those boards so smooth you won't snag your silk stockings" "control the
hammer, don't let it bounce around and make Pygmy elephant tracks" "pick a stain
color that will last a lifetime" ... Here's to Mr McCuen who put at least one of these in
every home back in the day and knew one day I'd wear silk stockings. You inspired
me to step outside of my comfort zone and create many things. Your legacy lives on.
Godspeed.

Linnea (Lanquist) Johnston - February 15, 2019 at 01:25 AM

“

“

Thank you for this lovely tribute to dad.
Carin McEuen Hiatt - February 15, 2019 at 07:08 AM

Those years at the junior high, when Ed Ellsworth was principal, are some of my best
memories. We had such a good time and teaching together was a joy. Ronald was a
special part of that time. He gave great hugs when I was depressed, gave great
advice when I needed it, and told some wickedly funny jokes. I simply loved him. He
was a very special person. I have a set of cutting boards he made sure I was able to
collect and, of course, the stools, and so very many memories.
Jimmy Guzik

jimmy Guzik - February 15, 2019 at 12:55 AM

“

I’ve always had a great deal of respect for Ron. He was a great man and helped a lot
of people.
I used to spend a lot of time sitting around his shop, just talking and laughing and
learning from him. Special memories - never to be forgotten. Roy Curtis

Roy Curtis - February 14, 2019 at 10:11 PM

“

Healing Tears - Lavender and White was purchased for the family of Ronald Clayton
McEuen.

February 14, 2019 at 09:05 PM

“

Veta Estrada lit a candle in memory of Ronald Clayton McEuen

Veta Estrada - February 14, 2019 at 07:11 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Ronald’s passing. He and Carol were some of my first “adult”
friends. Loved him but was scared to death of him in my teen years.

Barbara Stauffer - February 14, 2019 at 06:47 PM

“

Brenda O’Berry sent a virtual gift in memory of Ronald Clayton McEuen

Brenda O’Berry - February 14, 2019 at 05:53 PM

“

I have fond memories of him way to many to share just one. As a friend as a teacher
as a nieghbor. My thoughts and prayers for you all may peace be with you.

Kathy Hanson - February 14, 2019 at 05:11 PM

“

I grew us as a neighbor to the McEuen family. Went hunting with Ronald and Carin.
We had great times at fish frys, quail frys and riding in the little buggy!!! Love this
family.

Debbie Burnett - February 14, 2019 at 05:06 PM

“

Carol,
Ron was always a good friend, always ready to share a
good story, or help someone who needed it.
John and Kerry

john hunt - February 14, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

Donna and Carol, So sorry for the loss of your Dad and Husband. Ronald was such a
good man and I loved the times I was able to visit with him as well as set and listen
to his stories, advice, and the words of wisdom he would share. Our little valley will
truly miss Ronald as he has gone on with so many other special people that have
touched my life in someway or another. I send my prayers, thoughts, and love to
each of you along with Heavenly Fathers comforting angels.
Love your family,
Tracy Allred

Tracy Allred - February 14, 2019 at 12:50 PM

“
“
“

Mr. McEuen was such a great teacher and friend; I am very sad to hear of his passing.
Doug Larson - February 15, 2019 at 12:10 PM

He was the best teacher ever. Thoughts and prayers to all of the family
Terri - February 19, 2019 at 07:49 PM

Ron McEuen was a good teacher and a good man. What I remember about him most was
that he was big, friendly and he had one heck of a big paddle that I fortunately never had
the displeasure to get acquainted with. You would never want Mr. McEuen to have because
to bring out the paddle. That was one big piece of wood. I loved his friendly manner. When
I think of him I remember the time he broke his collarbone and had to be in that figure 8
brace. He hated it. The world has lost a good man but the other side has gained a really
good one. I pray that God will comfort all of you who loved him so much.
Jim Reed
James Reed - February 26, 2019 at 07:38 PM

