Ora Allred
July 7, 1951 - May 7, 2019

Ora Allred, a resident of Safford and an elementary school teacher for over 40 years,
entered into eternal life Tuesday morning, May 7, 2019, at the Northwest Medical Center
in Tucson. Miss Allred was 67.
Ora leaves to mourn: her five brothers, Gary, Richard, Robert, Chris, and Max; and
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. Ora was welcomed into Heaven by: her mother,
Ellen Leora Damron Allred; and her father, Joseph Grant Allred; and her grandparents
with whom we are sure she is having a glorious reunion.
Funeral services for Miss Allred will be conducted Saturday, May 18, 2019, at 2:00 p.m., at
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Safford Stake Center by Bishop Joseph
Robles of the Safford First Ward. Concluding services will follow in the Thatcher Cemetery.
The family will receive friends Friday evening, May 17, 2019, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00
p.m., at the Vining Funeral Home and Saturday afternoon from 1:00 p.m. until 1:45 p.m.,
at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Safford Stake Center Relief Society
Room.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the album Ora's Life In Pictures

Vining Funeral Home - Yesterday at 05:17 PM

“

Your family at Peterson Burnell Glauser & Allred purchased the Sincerest Sorrow Blue and White for the family of Ora Allred.

Your family at Peterson Burnell Glauser & Allred - May 15 at 01:10 PM

“

Our heart felt condolences to Ora's family! She was such a wonderful lady and
cousin. Love you, Marty and Joyce Allred

MARTIN L ALLRED - May 15 at 10:54 AM

“

Lavender & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of Ora
Allred.

May 13 at 09:21 PM

“

I have known Ora since I was a little girl. The thing I remember most about her was
how sweet and kind she always was to me! When I came to work at Thatcher
Schools, she was one of the first ones that came to the office to welcome me! It was
so refreshing to see a kind and familiar face! I have always loved and appreciated
Ora. I will miss her! She was a gentle, beautiful and kind soul. I know she will have
many rewards waiting for her in heaven!
Christi Beals

Christi Beqals - May 13 at 01:12 PM

“

European Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Ora Allred.

May 13 at 12:35 PM

“

To say Ora was simply my cousin doesn't begin to define the relationship we shared.
We were sisters, friends and so much more. She was one of the most loving, caring,
funny, unselfish, inspirational people I've ever known. She has and is never far from
my thoughts. When I met Mitch they became friends and family as well. Over the
years moving away from Safford we didn't always get to see each other on our all too
short trips back home but all it took was one of Ora's hugs to know nothing had
changed. We are so sorry we are unable to be there with you all. You are in our
thoughts and prayers. May you find comfort knowing she has returned to so many
who departed before her. Heaven truly gained an angel and earth has lost one. Rest
peacefully Ora.
With love and sympathy,
Jody and Mitch

Jody and Mitch O'Rourke - May 12 at 12:51 PM

“

My daughter, Sophia, has been in "O Allred's" (as she has been lovingly named by
all students in 5th grade) class this year. The class was originally assigned to another
teacher that had decided not to teach last minute, and Ms. Allred stepped in. Sophia
had somehow connected with O Allred in 4th grade and was excited to have her as a
teacher. Any reservations I had about a 'new' teacher stepping in was quickly
resolved at Thatcher Elementary's Meet and Greet on the night before school when
Sophia entered the room to meet her new teacher, O Allred exclaimed, "Here's my

Sophia" and they embraced in a hug such as you would see with old friends. O Allred
told me that she had been asked to teach just a couple of nights before and when
she saw her class list, she was happy to comply. She said that she saw Sophia's
name (and others) and knew this would be a great class. She told Sophia she was so
excited to have her and that they would have a great year. As other children entered
the classroom, she welcomed each of them just as warmly and made everyone feel
just as special.
Throughout the year, Sophia has come home to excitedly share her stories about O
Allred -from science to "old lady stories" (Sophia fondly calls them). Sophia tells me
that science has been her favorite subject at school because it comes alive for her
and that O Allred always has the most interesting projects to do. When O Allred
became sick and was out of school for a few weeks, Sophia would come home sad
that she missed O Allred and her "old" stories and prayed for her to come back to
school soon.
As we learned that O Allred was seriously ill, Sophia has especially missed her smile,
her laugh, and her "soft and squishy hugs". I am increasingly amazed at Sophia's
vivid and personal memories of O Allred and how much she has loved her 5th grade
teacher. But this is not unique to Sophia alone. The children in her class have shared
in their love and mourning for O Allred. I have seen them cry and heard them share
stories of their beloved teacher. Sophia tells me daily that she misses O Allred. Ms.
Allred made Sophia feel special, as she did all of the children in her class.
I understand that Ms. Allred was not able to have children of her own, but, in fact,
she has many, perhaps thousands. I am thankful that my daughter was able to
experience the love of this amazing mother, teacher, and friend.
Happy Mother's Day, O Allred. You are loved and will be missed.
Shalay Haynie - May 12 at 12:46 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Lena Mattice - May 12 at 12:36 AM

“

I didn't know Ora very well, but when she saw me, she would always take the time to
stop and talk to me and see how I was doing. I am so sorry for your loss.

Marie Claridge - May 11 at 02:01 PM

“

Ora was my teacher, and because of her example, I became a teacher. I would
consider her my friend also. I am thankful for her love for EVERYONE! She loved her
students, and she always made sure you knew how special you were to her. I am
thankful and grateful that I had her as my teacher. I love her dearly. I am thankful the
way she lived her life, through her example. She was kind, thoughtful, loving, smiled
a lot, and was special. She will truly be missed.
Teresa Boren

Teresa Boren - May 10 at 10:19 PM

“

Ora was my best friend in high school. We went in different paths in life but seems to
connect now and then when I would come back to Safford for a visit. I am so glad I
got to see and talk to her at the 50 year reunion in March of this year. What a
blessing it is to know her and love her, even from afar. May God bless her and her
family with comfort and peace.
Sharon Louise Priest (Arkon) (Hall)

Sharon L Hall - May 10 at 02:56 PM

“

I have known Ora for 40 years as a friend, colleague, and cousin. I couldn't begin to
share all the special things I remember about Ora but will share just a couple. Ora
was a mother to 1000's of young student's and I watched her become a mama bear if
anyone mistreated, misspoke, or falsely accused any of her students. Ora loved her
students plan and simple and where her life. Ora also loved her country. It was Ora
that informed me as I walked into the school that a plane had flown into the World
Trade Center. As we watched things unfold and realized what was going on Ora
became so upset and emotional that anyone would do such a horrible act against
mankind and our great Nation. Ora was so good to her colleagues, family, and
community. This most special daughter of a Loving Heavenly Father will be truly
missed. Thank you Ora for your example of a GREAT LIFE!!!
Love Ya!!
Tracy Allred

Tracy Allred - May 10 at 01:46 PM

“

I've known Ora for a long time, but these last several years at the elementary school
as the principal I've enjoyed getting to know her even better. She retired at the end of
the 2015-2016 school year having taught for 43 years. She could be stern with
students, but she definitely cared about them. She taught different subjects and
grade levels, but she especially enjoyed science toward the end of her career. During
her retirement, she told me she enjoyed taking classes at EA so she could continue

to learn and grow. This past year when a sudden vacancy occurred in 5th grade
science just three days before school would begin, I approached her about coming
out of retirement to help us out. She thought about it overnight and decided she
would. She could see we needed her help and she was ready. We all enjoyed having
her back and in many ways it was as if she had never left. Ora will be remembered
by many of her students as a very caring teacher who knew how to take control of a
classroom. Hal Mullenaux
Hal Mullenaux - May 10 at 01:45 PM

“

I worked with Ora this year on the fifth grade team. Even though I only knew her this
school year; to know Ora is to love her and she became an instant friend the first
time I met her. I had deep admiration for the teacher she was and also the person
she was. She had high integrity and found the best in others. I am so thankful that I
got to know her and work with her this year. She has left a deep impression upon me
for good. Rest in peace my dear friend! I love you!

Susan Sherwood - May 10 at 01:13 PM

“

Vicki Foote sent a virtual gift in memory of Ora Allred

Vicki Foote - May 09 at 06:53 PM

“

Thank you Miss Allred for always being available for me in third grade. For giving me
the tools for learning and listening throughout all of my education from primary to
college. You are joined with all of the other educators that have given countless
students the tools to be who we are today. Thank you for that. With sincere
condolences to all of your family.

Samuel Amaro - May 08 at 10:39 PM

“

Condolences to your family and friends and you will never be forgotten but will be
missed. A beautiful lady with a loving caring heart. Love you

Ronda Mullen - May 08 at 06:31 PM

“

Ora has been my dearest friend for over 30+ years and we as a golden girls group played
cards and went out to eat every Friday for as long as I can remember. She is my dear
friend and like a sister to me. I will miss so much but I know I will see her again soneday.
Love Jean
Jean Napier - May 08 at 10:06 PM

“

Rebecca Villescas lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

Rebecca Villescas - May 08 at 06:27 PM

“

Miss Allred was an amazing teacher and touched many lives.

Katie Durr - May 08 at 09:05 AM

“

Ora was truly loved by so many people, she was an extraordinary lady. May the
family feel the love and comfort of our Savior during this difficult time.

Sharon Kay Nelson - May 08 at 04:04 AM

“

Carol Phillips Toburen lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

Carol Phillips Toburen - May 07 at 11:37 PM

“

Ora was a great teacher, mentor, and friend. I am glad I knew her. She will be greatly
missed.

Terri Moore - May 07 at 11:31 PM

“

Waldron Family lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

Waldron Family - May 07 at 11:20 PM

“

Lori Alva-Bejarano lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

Lori Alva-Bejarano - May 07 at 10:57 PM

“

“

Miss Allred will be missed deeply she was a great teacher!
Lori Alva-Bejarano - May 07 at 10:59 PM

Terri Burke lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

Terri Burke - May 07 at 10:43 PM

“

BK & Polly Merriman lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

BK & Polly Merriman - May 07 at 08:21 PM

“

Melissa (Carter) Lewis lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

Melissa (Carter) Lewis - May 07 at 06:37 PM

“

Veta Estrada lit a candle in memory of Ora Allred

Veta Estrada - May 07 at 05:52 PM

“

Ms. Allred is the reason I teach today. She had me draw a picture of what I wanted to
be when I grew up in third grade and I have that picture framed and in my classroom
right now. She will be so missed and has touched so many lives. I think I was one of
her first classes at Thatcher Primary School.

Kelly J Allen - May 07 at 03:51 PM

“

to the allred family so sorry for your loss of your sister .

alice porter - May 07 at 12:45 PM

