Lenn Minnerly Shumway
September 19, 1924 - April 19, 2020

Lenn Minnerly Shumway, a resident of Pima and formerly of Taylor and a World War II
United States Navy veteran, entered into eternal life peacefully on Sunday afternoon, April
19, 2020. Lenn was 95.
Lenn was born on September 19, 1924, in Taylor, Arizona, to the late Charles L. and Julia
Myrtle Shumway. Due to the early death of his parents, he was raised by selfless brothers,
a sister and their spouses.
Lenn graduated from Snowflake High School in 1942 and then served in the U.S. Navy
during WWII. Following his honorable discharge from the navy, he served in the
Southwest Indian Mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He
received a Masters degree in Music from Brigham Young University and began his music
teaching career.
Lenn married the love of his life, Carmen Pratt, and they started a family. The majority of
his teaching was in Snowflake, Arizona. He also taught in Thatcher, Arizona, and Western
Samoa. He taught love of country as he lead the Jennings Band in patriotic music for 52
years. He taught love of God through service as a Patriarch for over 50 years, as well as
serving missions, with Carmen, to Oregon and Nauvoo, Illinois. He taught love of music by
composing and arranging music, even up to his final days.
Lenn was preceded in death by: three children; Linda Carmen, Charles Lenn and David
Eldon; and all six of his brothers and 1 sister.
He is survived by: his beloved wife, of 62 years, Carmen Shumway; six children; Gayle
Bryce (Jim), Lee Shumway (Becky), Elaine Brantley (Tim), Brenda Lyman (Mark), Kendall
Shumway (Tiffany) and Sandra Greer (Doug); 29 grandchildren and 32 greatgrandchildren.
He will be remembered in a private graveside service, due to Covid-19, in the Taylor

Cemetery.
His family is thankful for the love and support they have received from their community of
friends during this difficult time. They continue to be grateful for the prayers offered up in
their behalf.

Comments

“

Talofa lava Shumway family, my condolences to you all for the loss of your loved
one! I am saddened to hear about the passing away of such a wonderful, patience
and humbled man. He was my band teacher in Pesega and he gave me my
Patriarchal Blessing. He will not be forgotten because he helped me and a lot of
students. I love you Sis Shumway and your family!

Aolipa Agavale McClure - July 27 at 11:27 PM

“

Pam Peterson lit a candle in memory of Lenn Minnerly Shumway

Pam Peterson - April 25 at 06:58 PM

“

A truly great man, educator, and mentor. Thank you for the role you played in so
many students' musical education. Godspeed, Mr. Shumway.

Jay Crutchfield MD FACS - April 24 at 05:13 PM

“

One of the best men to have walked this earth!! He always had a smile on his face
and always spoke the kindest words to all. I adored his love for music and his
patriotism. What a privilege to have been able to associate with such a wonderful
child of god!!

Cara Shumway - April 23 at 03:57 PM

“

Don and Jeri Anderson purchased the Classic Sympathy Dish Garden for the family
of Lenn Minnerly Shumway.

Don and Jeri Anderson - April 22 at 08:16 PM

“

All of the Shumway family has lost a living legend. His many years of service and
musical talent and kind demeanor will not be forgotten. I will never forget the joy of
participating in the Taylor festivities, highlighted by the Jennings Band. Lenn made
that event so special for everyone. Our best wishes go out to Carmen and family
members. You have been a great blessing to many of us.
Norman D. Shumway of Bountiful, Utah

Norman D. Shumway - April 22 at 05:19 PM

“

What a special man who gave so much as father, husband, teacher, patriarch and to
the traditions of the Town of Taylor by long fostering the Jennings Band. Lenn, you
will be missed but your spirit in Taylor's traditions will live on. Thanks so much, Arvin
and Jean Palmer.

Arvin Palmer - April 22 at 09:55 AM

“

Patriarch Lenn Shumway gave my wife and me our patriarchal blessings on 22 April
1973. We were new converts and so grateful to have received our blessings under
his hands. I didn't dare open my eyes while receiving the blessing as I felt that the
chair was floating off the floor. We love him and the legacy he has left. Much love to
the family from us.
Dave & Diane Scott

David Scott - April 21 at 09:49 PM

“

Joy Dutcher lit a candle in memory of Lenn Minnerly Shumway

Joy Dutcher - April 21 at 02:48 PM

“

Patriarch Shumway gave me my patriarchal blessing 8 Dec 1974, over 45 years ago.
It is one of life's precious memories that I frequently remember with joy. What an
incredible, faithful servant of the Lord.
Dana Willis

Dana Willis - April 21 at 11:23 AM

“

I'll always think of him on the stage with the 4th of July band! He and the drummer
were the stars of the show! He was always so sweet and loving to his wife. The
greatest example of pure love. His memory will bless us forever!!

Twila Goodman hall - April 21 at 09:16 AM

“

Sending love to Lenn & Carmen’s family. Carmen and Lenn were great examples of
service and compassion to me.
Love you, Jane Lee

Jane Lee - April 20 at 10:09 PM

“

Lenn and Carmen were our home teachers and neighbors for years. Loved his quite
way, letting his strong spirit lead and fill the room,

jim and marilynn - April 20 at 08:48 PM

“

I have many fond memories of the time I was able to share with this wonderful man .
He is a scholarly musician and a kind and gentle soul. I had the privilege of playing in
the Jennings Band, the Silver Creek Symphony, Music Man, as well as teaching
along with me for the Snowflake-Taylor school district. I have a lot of love for Lenn
and his entire family. See ya on the other side, good man.

Merrivonne Seemann - April 20 at 07:14 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this difficult time.
Luzania Family

Esgardo Luzania - April 20 at 11:38 AM

