Anthony K. L'Italien
December 13, 1991 - April 20, 2019

Anthony Kenneth L'Italien, of Solomon and formerly of Pima, passed from this life on April
20, 2019. Anthony was born December 13, 1991, in Hemet, California. He has lived in
Winchester and Apple Valley, California, and in Safford, Pima and Solomon, Arizona. He
attended school in Apple Valley, Safford and Pima.
Anthony played the violin in grade school and the drums in the Pima High School
marching band. His welding teacher was able to fix his wheelchair so he would be able to
play the drums and march with the band.
Anthony was diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy at age 9, while in the 3rd
grade. In the 7th grade, at age 13, he was in a wheelchair. At the age of 25, he suffered a
massive stroke and for 2 years after had to relearn how to speak.
Anthony loved to go camping, swimming, hiking, fishing and hanging out with family and
friends. When he wasn’t able to walk anymore, he started playing video games. W.O.W.,
World of Warcraft, became a second life for him. For the next 12 years he made many
close friends. Following his massive stroke, he wasn’t able to play anymore. Instead, he
started watching gamers and Youtuber’s, went to the movies and listened to music. He
would pass the time playing with his niece, who was the light of his life.
Anthony lost his battle to Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy at the age of 27, at the Banner
University Medical Center in Tucson. He was his mother’s best friend! He was a warrior
and was loved and admired by everyone who knew him. He will be greatly missed and
has a special place in everyone’s heart.
Anthony was the oldest of his siblings. He is survived by: his mother, Sherrie R. (Walker)
L’Italien; his step-father, Timothy William Griffith; his father; Anthony F. L’Italien; four
sisters, Destiny J. L’Italien, Bonnie L. Griffith, Kathern Smith and Kyra L’Italien; two
brothers, William S. L’Italien and Anthony L’Italien; his niece, Kezmay E. Reynolds; his
grandparents, Bonnie J. (Weddle) and Brian Pechin, and Bobby and Maria Garcia; step-

grandma, Terri Griffith; his nana, Andrea Norush; and many aunts, uncles and cousins.
Anthony was preceded in death by: his grandparents, Kenshaw and Shirley Walker; stepgrandpa, Timothy L. Griffith “Papa Him”; his uncles, Wayne Kenneth Causey, Johnney
L’Italien and Richard L’Italien; his aunt, Esparanza “Cookie” Saiz (Garcia); his cousins,
Eric Cook and Ivan Saiz, Jr.
A Celebration of Anthony's Life will be conducted Saturday, May 4, 2019, at 11:00 a.m., at
Vining Funeral Home's "Chapel of the Valley." Concluding services will follow in the Pima
Cemetery.
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Comments

“

I knew Anthony as Anso in World of Warcraft. He was one of the best people I've
ever met through the game. He was so sweet and smart and funny. Always willing to
lend a hand for a raid or dungeon. Thank you so very much for sharing him with us in
Warcraft. He brought light and laughter to my life. I know I will miss him so very much
and he will always hold a special place in my heart. To his RL family and friends I am
so sorry for your loss, my heart goes out to you all.

Sarah (Evelynn) - May 08 at 12:08 AM

“

1 file added to the album Anthony's Life In Pictures

Vining Funeral Home - May 06 at 02:35 PM

“
“
“

I just want you home!!!
Mom - May 06 at 08:23 PM

He was amazing loved by everyone will be missed dearly
Tanya Gonzales - May 08 at 05:15 PM

Loving that video
Brandon - May 08 at 06:32 PM

“

Mom sent a virtual gift in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Mom - May 06 at 01:37 PM

“

Mom lit a candle in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Mom - May 06 at 01:36 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mom - May 06 at 01:35 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mom - May 06 at 01:34 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Mom - May 06 at 01:33 PM

“

Mom sent a virtual gift in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Mom - May 06 at 01:32 PM

“

Time will soften the sadness, his memories will strengthen your hearts
Love, The Staff at Copper Mountain Clinic

Diane Hansen - May 04 at 12:21 PM

“

Gramma Bonnie lit a candle in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Gramma Bonnie - May 03 at 02:10 AM

“

You were the bravest person I've ever known... My heart hurts.. Gonna miss you ever
day

Gramma Bonnie - May 03 at 02:01 AM

“

I was Anthony’s music teacher years ago when he was in elementary school. He was
a delight! He was so sweet and had a fun sense of humor even at such a young age.
He has always held a special place in my heart and I’ve never forgotten him. To his
family, I am so sorry for your loss. I pray you will find comfort, peace, and healing.
-Kimberly McBride (He knew me as Miss Badger)

Kimberly McBride - April 27 at 09:33 AM

“

Terrie Griffith lit a candle in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Terrie Griffith - April 27 at 06:03 AM

“

I was also an online friend of his from World of Warcraft. He was always such a
sweet guy to me and everyone he had contact with. My heart goes out to all of his
family and RL friend as well as his online friends and family. We all will miss him
dearly. We knew him as Anso. My favorite flower is the Rose so I am lighting you my
favorite Anso. One day we will all meet in heaven and all be warriors, until that day
comes, spread your wings and fly on Angels wings. God bless you and keep you.

Sherry (Epona) - April 26 at 02:52 PM

“

RIP Anthony. We all loved you very much and will miss you forever

Denise Pellegrini - April 26 at 12:09 AM

“

I never knew his name was Anthony, I am one of the online acquaintances who met
"Anso" through the World of Warcraft. I first met him as a bold and outspoken
Warrior, leader of Champions battling the chosen evil of the week, may it be the evil
horde, demons or dragons, he was always there to help us all conquer the world of
fantasy. In the land of online gaming we often don't recognize how far our friendship's
and bonds go. We support and reinforce those around us as they support us. We all
have our ills and weaknesses, often untold to our online world. But "Anso" made us
all better for being and supporting one another. They say 'you don't know what
you've got 'til its gone, truly this is the case, I have not had contact with him for a
couple of years, but am pained by his loss. We seldom share our RL (real life) ills
online, nor did he, as well it should be so I am able to forever have him by my side
during my online forays in to the World of Fantasy. and he can forever be my Hero!
Leading the Charge! To his RL friends and family I pain for your loss as well, he was
a gem that will be sorely missed, My gracious thanks for sharing him with us and the
World of Warcraft.

Dave "Illeye" Stevens - April 25 at 07:12 PM

“

LOVE you Anthony

Terrie Griffith - April 25 at 09:36 AM

“

My heart goes out to you all. God bless you and keep you during this time and in the
days ahead. Love, Tina

Tina Anderson - April 24 at 09:36 PM

“

Pamela Weddle-Wooten lit a candle in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Pamela Weddle-Wooten - April 24 at 04:17 AM

“

Yolanda Lee lit a candle in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Yolanda lee - April 23 at 11:55 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Praying for peace and comfort for the family.

Carla Clark - April 23 at 10:54 PM

“

Prayers for your family. RIP Anthony

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Parker - April 23 at 10:08 PM

“

Terrie Griffith lit a candle in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

Terrie Griffith - April 23 at 09:23 PM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Anthony K. L'Italien.

April 23 at 09:20 PM

“

Ruth Welch lit a candle in memory of Anthony K. L'Italien

ruth welch - April 23 at 08:39 PM

